Patterns of local recurrence after primary resection of cancers that arise in the sinonasal region and the maxillary alveolus.
Local recurrence remains the most important sign of relapse of disease after treatment of advanced cancer of the maxilla and sinonasal region. In this retrospective study we describe patterns of recurrence in a group of patients who had had open resection for cancer of the sinonasal region and posterior maxillary alveolus with curative intent. Casenotes and imaging studies were reviewed to find out the pattern of any relapse, with particular reference to local recurrence. The minimum follow-up period was 12 months. Of 50 patients a total of 16 developed recurrences, 11 of which were local. Of those 11, a total of 8 were in posterior and superior locations (the orbit, the infratemporal and pterygopalatine fossas, the traversing neurovascular canals of the body of the sphenoid to the cavernous sinus, the Gasserian ganglion, and the dura of the middle cranial fossa). Advanced cancer of the midface often equates with disease at the skull base. Treatment, including surgical tactics, should reflect that.